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New Chinatown Community Vision Plan builds on recent centennial
celebration to chart course for the future

Chinatown businesses, community organizations, and residents initiate
tirst plan in over 100 years for historic neighborhood at April 11 kickoff
event

Chicago, April 11, 2013 — Government, business, and civic leaders from Chicago’s Chinatown
gathered today at the Chinese American Service League to launch a year-long planning process
for the community’s future. The Chinatown Community Vision Plan will be the first of its kind
in over 100 years for the neighborhood.

The planning project is led by the Coalition for a Better Chinese American Community
(CBCAC) and 25" Ward Alderman Daniel Solis in partnership with the Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning (CMAP) through its Local Technical Assistance (LTA) program.
Chinatown is both a thriving, lived-in community and a tourist destination — attractions like
Chinatown Square Plaza and Ping Tom Park bring visitors from within and outside the
neighborhood and region.

As described at www.cmap.illinois.gov/Ita/chinatown, development of the Chinatown
Community Vision Plan will emphasize outreach to local residents, businesses, and civic
organizations to define a vision for the neighborhood’s future. Local issues and opportunities
that must be addressed to achieve the vision will be identified. The resulting plan will take a
comprehensive look at topics like land use, housing, transportation, workforce and economic
development, recreation, and more. It will include short- and long-term strategies to achieve the
community’s future vision over the next 10 to 15 years.

"I am pleased to join today’s announcement of the Chinatown Community Vision Plan," said
Alderman Solis. "Chinatown is a thriving and vibrant community that will only continue to
become one of the greatest places in our city with the work of community organizations and
residents. I am proud that we have come together to define a new vision for this outstanding
neighborhood."

In 1912, the Chinatown community moved from the southern edge of downtown to its present
location centered at Cermak Avenue and Wentworth Road. While the neighborhood has
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developed its own unique sense of place over the years, from the 1928 opening of the On Leong
Merchants Association Building (now known as the Pui Tak Center) to the ongoing construction
of a boat house in Ping Tom Park, this will be the first plan in over 100 years for Chinatown that
guides development in ways that align with community-led priorities. Following last year’s
centennial celebrations, local leaders are ready to look to Chinatown’s future.

"As Chinatown is beginning its second century at the same location, the community strives to
be an integral part of this great City of Chicago and its future moving forward,” said CBCAC
chairman C.W. Chan. "As we look back and remember over a century's worth of sweat and
tears, as well as the triumph and success of our recent past, it appears that the time is ripe to
collectively ponder and chart our future. With the support of Alderman Solis and CMAP, and
the participation of community residents from all age groups and all walks of life, we can look
forward to the certainty of a brighter tomorrow."

The Chinatown Community Vision Plan’s focus will reflect priorities set by GO TO 2040
adopted in 2010 as metropolitan Chicago’s first comprehensive regional plan in more than 100
years. CMAP developed and now oversees implementation of GO TO 2040, which is designed
to strengthen livable communities and ensure the region is economically prosperous through

mid-century and beyond. CMAP is helping communities throughout the region implement GO
TO 2040 locally through its LTA program, which is funded by a three-year, $4.24 million
Sustainable Communities Initiative grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

“By planning for the future, business owners, leaders, and residents in Chinatown are helping
to make the region a better place to live, work, and visit,” said Bob Dean, CMAP deputy
executive director for planning. “As noted in GO TO 2040, achieving livable, sustainable
communities requires proactive planning by local leaders, and development of the Chinatown
Community Vision Plan is a great first step for the community’s future.”

Following the project’s launch, public engagement and analysis of existing demographic and
market conditions will be conducted. A steering committee with representatives from

community and business organizations will oversee the Chinatown Community Vision Plan’s
development.
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The Chinatown Community Vision Plan is led by
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